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This morning we return to our study of the life of Samson in Judges 13.  A couple weeks ago 

when we first looked at chapter 13, I pointed us to the first 2 of 3 insights from this passage. 

First we discovered the mercy and faithfulness of God in light of Israel’s hardness of heart. 

We saw this in how God took the initiative to rescue Israel from the Philistines even when 

they did not want it or seek God’s help. When we read chapter 13 in the context of the entire 

book of Judges and we see how God rescued a people who did not even care to cry out to 

Him in their distress, we see the long-suffering grace of God who acts purely out of His own 

faithfulness to His covenant relationship with them despite their apathy.  The second insight 

we discovered was man’s pressing need for a divine savior. Of all the Judges, Samson had 

the most promising potential, yet as we will see in the coming weeks, failed the greatest. No 

mere human, regardless of abilities or potential can ultimately rescue God’s people from 

their sin. God Himself must save them. The book of Judges points to Christ, the ultimate 

deliverer whom send to save His people from their sin.  

Have you ever known someone that outwardly appeared to be a solid 

Christian and yet the more you got to know them you discovered that there 

were some significant inconsistencies between what Jesus taught and how 

they were actually living their life?  

Today we return to Judges 13 to consider the life of Manoah, Samson’s 

father, which serves as a warning to us: Don’t allow your spiritual life to be 

conformed to the spirit of the age. We will see this through Manoah’s 

impaired spiritual vision or what we might call his secularized faith. That 

sounds like an oxymoron doesn’t it. How can you have secularized faith? 

This is the person we might call a nominal Christian, one who doesn’t reject 

his association with Christianity yet whose life reflects more of the secular 

culture than biblical Christianity. They hold to a form of godliness, but 

practically have denied its power in their daily lives (2Tim 3:5).  

Ed Stetzer
1
 commenting on some research done by Lifeway on church and 

culture: While it feels to us as though Christians are losing ground in our 

society, the statistics show the number of devout believers is staying about 

the same. However, nominal Christians, along with the secular culture, are 

                                                           
1
 Exec Director of Billy Graham Center at Wheaton College 

drifting further away from a biblical worldview. So where we once felt the 

comfort and cushion of nominal Christians around us, creating a kind of 

Christian-ish society,  they are now drifting toward the values and 

perspectives of non-Christians so that devout believers are feeling as though 

they are standing alone on true Christian values.  

� Bullseye graphic 

The reality is that many people fit into this description of having a 

secularized faith, but they don’t even realize it. How is that possible? It’s 

very easy. They become more accustomed to the generic Christian culture 

around us than they are to the spirit and teachings of the Bible itself. In 

other words, they are basing their understanding of Christianity on what 

they know from the Christian subculture they are experiencing rather than 

the Scriptures themselves. Take note as well, that there is a spectrum here 

upon which we may find ourselves. In other words, overall a person can be a 

devout follower of Christ and yet struggle with more secular views in certain 

areas of their life, like money or entertainment.  

Speaking of the Christian subculture, let me just urge you to be careful 

about “Group-think.” This is where you let others do the thinking for you 

and you just go along with the current. While we don’t want to be 

independent from God and we need inter-dependence with in the body, we 

also need a healthy sense of individualism whereby you are establishing 

your own personal convictions based on the Bible itself—not just the Church 

culture.  

This raises a very critical question: What are you gauging your spiritual life 

by, a growing understanding of God’s revelation through the scriptures or 

just fitting into the generic Christian culture around you? There are two 

dangers here: first the culture is drifting. Without the weighty anchor of 

God’s word, secularized Christians will drift far from what God intends. 

Second, without roots in the soil of God’s word, there is no true spiritual 

fruit.  



The reality is that all of us can be vulnerable to this phenomenon. And they 

only way to know if you have succumbed to a secularized view in some area 

of your life, like money, relationships, or attitudes, is to let the Scriptures 

speak directly into these areas of your life. This is why we encourage you to 

read and study the Bible at home. This is why we provide opportunities like 

women’s Bible studies or Ironmen (180; Awana). This is a great reason to 

join a life group so that we can speak into each other’s lives from the Word 

and help each other guard against mere status quo Christianity.  

Now what does all this talk about secularized faith have to do with Judges 

13. Well Manoah, Samson’s father, is a prime example of secularized faith in 

the days of the Judges. Manoah is a man who blends right into the Jewish 

culture of his day—and that’s the problem. He’s not a distinctive man of 

faith, he represents the Jewish culture which has become secularized by the 

pagan influences around it. I Samuel 3:1 says, “a word from the Lord was 

rare in those days, visions were infrequent.” Sin/secularization of faith � 

quenching of Spirit � accelerates the deterioration of their spiritual lives 

and their society (Judges/Samons; Ruth; Samuel)  

The story in Judges 13 begins not with Manoah, but with his barren wife.  

The Woman’s Good News (13:3-7) 

Its hard imagine how awesome this experience was for his woman. She’s 

just going about her daily business when the angel of the Lord appears to 

her and turns her hopelessness to joy. He announces to her that she will 

miraculously conceive and bear a child that God Himself has chosen to begin 

Israel’s emancipation from the Philistines. In Jewish culture is was thought 

that to be barren was to be under the curse of God. Yet now that heaviness 

has been lifted.  

In vs. 4 the angel declares that this child should be set apart, under a 

Nazarite vow, beginning even in the womb. Normally, a Nazarite vow was 

something a person entered into voluntarily for a season of specific 

consecration to the Lord, but with Samson, God Himself initiates the vow. 

And because it was to be in effect from the moment of the child’s 

conception, the mother would have to observe the requirements herself 

while the child was in her womb. The stipulations for a Nazarite vow in 

Numbers 6 are summarized here by the angel of the Lord in vs. 4: No wine, 

no haircuts. In addition, Numbers 6 instructed those under the vow not to 

handle dead bodies.  

But notice there was one thing added in vs. 4 to not eat any unclean thing. 

This was not specific to a Nazarite vow but was expected of all Jews at all 

times. Perhaps this is our first hint of secularization among the Jews that 

they needed to be reminded of the basic command to avoid unclean food.  

The woman’s response to this good news was to run and tell her husband. 

And notice how she described this messenger in vs. 6. She calls him a man 

of God whose appearance as like the angel of God, very awesome. I take 

that to mean that she regarded him as a prophet, yet he had a radiance 

about him much like she had probably heard of Moses after He had been in 

the presence of God. There was no doubt in her mind that this was no 

ordinary encounter.  

Manoah’s Skepticism 

Manoah on the other hand is a bit more skeptical. Yet how could he possibly 

verify his wife’s story other than to pray for God to send the messenger 

again so that he could hear it for himself. But notice what asks for in vs. 8: 

“teach us what to do for the boy.” Had God not already instructed them to 

raise the boy as a Nazarite? Manoah wants to verify the message.  

In vs. 9 God answers Manoah’s prayer, yet somewhat indirectly. He 

specifically sends the angel of the Lord to Manoah’s wife a second time 

when Manoah is not with her. When she brings Manoah to meet the 

messenger he says, “are you the one who spoke to her?” (vs. 11). Manoah 

wants to verify the messenger.  

Then he says to the angel, “when you words come to pass, what shall the 

boy’s vocation be? Again he’s trying to verify the message and perhaps get 

some more information out of him. Yet the angel of the Lord responds not 

by giving him addition revelation but by simply commanding him to let the 



woman do what He had already commanded her to do. Isn’t this just typical 

of us? We want God to give us more information about our situation when 

He’s waiting for us to obey the commands He has already given us.  

This does not quite satisfy Manoah, so in vs. 15 he asks the messenger to 

stay a while so that he can show him some good Jewish hospitality by 

roasting a young goat for dinner. However, there’s some important cultural 

background to take into consideration here. Near Eastern religions had the 

idea that if you could feed a deity or his messenger, it would place an 

obligation on them toward you. In other words, it was an attempt to 

manipulate one’s god, to obligate him to do something for you. Manoah’s 

spiritual senses have been shaped by the pagan religions around him. But 

this is not the way Yahweh will be treated. So the angel of the Lord says, “I 

will not eat your food but if you prepare a burnt offering then offer it to the 

LORD” (vs. 16).  

Then comes an important editorial note at the end of vs. 16: “For Manoah 

did not know that He was the angel of the Lord.” Apparently Manoah failed 

to sense the glory that his wife recognized in this heavenly messenger. What 

this reveals to us is not only Manoah’s spiritual dullness in not recognizing 

the angel of the Lord for who He was, it also reveals that Manoah thought it 

was appropriate to honor what he thought was a man for what only God 

could do. He goes on to say, “what is your name so that when your words 

come to pass, we may honor you.”  

Now let me ask you a question. Can a mere messenger cause a barren 

woman to conceive and give birth? No. Only God can do that. So who 

should be honored when this miracle takes place, the “prophet” or the 

Lord? Do you see how Manoah’s perspective has been influenced by secular 

humanism and pluralism? He’s operating according to the spirit of the age 

which has been polluted by the surrounding false religions and philosophies. 

In the ancient Near East, it was thought that knowing the name of a 

heavenly being provided power over that being. So it appears as though 

Manoah is still trying to manipulate his guest to gain some leverage in this 

situation. But Yahweh will not be manipulated by men so the He simply 

questions Manoah’s motivation in vs. 18 by asking, “why do you ask my 

name, seeing that it is wonderful?”  

Then as Manoah offered up the burnt offering to the Lord in vs. 20, 

suddenly the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame. “When Manoah and 

his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground!” Why? Because they 

were suddenly jolted out of their generic religious culture to recognize that 

they had been in the presence of the holy One! Suddenly Manoah’s eyes 

were opened to recognize that indeed this was the angel of the Lord (vs. 

21). Stricken with fear he cries out, “We will surely die for we have seen 

God.” While his wife reassures him with here common sense reasoning that 

God would not have given them this promise or instructions if He intended 

to kill them, Manoah may have been right in saying, “we have seen God.” A 

careful study of the O.T. seems to conclude that angel of the Lord is most 

likely a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ—a manifestation of the Lord 

Himself before He was born of Mary in the flesh in Bethlehem.  

Now I have to confess that when I first read Judges 13, I though Manoah 

was just good Jewish man. After all, He prayed, He wanted to be clear on 

what God’s will was, he seemed to want to honor the heavenly visitor with 

hospitality, and so on. In other words, I think I was fooled because he 

blended into His Jewish background so well, just as many today may blend 

into a general “Christian” culture around us today. But as I began to take a 

closer look I became more disturbed by the clues I was discovering 

Manoah’s life.  

So how can we tell whether Manoah is just a good naïve Jewish man or if he 

has been warped by the secular and pagan culture around him. Well the 

clue that tipped the scale for me was how uncooperative the angel of the 

Lord was with Manoah. He didn’t come directly to him. He refused to give 

him additional information. He refused to eat with him. He refused to tell 

him his name. Why? Because Manoah’s heart was probably motivated by 

skepticism and manipulation more than humble trust and submissive faith.  

This may be instructive for us when it comes to prayer. Keep in mind that 

two people can say exactly the same thing and yet the Lord may honor one 



and not the other based on the motivation of the heart behind the words. 

God will not answer prayer that is seeking to manipulate Him or that comes 

out of a heart of unbelief, yet He delights to answer the prayers of humble 

faith and submissive trust.  

Judges 13 ends on a bitter-sweet note. The barren woman gives birth to a 

son. Yet she names him Samson. A good Hebrew name, right? No. Actually 

Samson’s name more closely resembles the Canaanite’s sun god who was 

worshiped just a few miles down the road. What irony that the very one 

who was to be set apart from birth bears a name that resembles, not 

Yahweh, but a pagan false god.  

When direct and consistent exposure to God’s word is lacking in our lives so 

will holiness and we will begin to quickly drift into a nominal, secularized 

faith that blurs the distinction between true godliness and the surrounding 

values of our secular or even pagan culture. This is why Hebrews 2:1 says, 

“For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have 

heard, lest we drift away from it.” 

 

For me, the danger I’m most vulnerable to is not drifting away from 

sound doctrine or moral convictions but gradually drifting from away 

from intimacy with Jesus. When we lose our intimate fellowship with 

Jesus, sound doctrine loses its weight and moral convictions grow 

weak. Doctrine and ethics are not enough to hold the anchor down. 

We need to know the Lord and love Him, and love what He loves. 

Loving Jesus with a whole heart is what produces holiness in our lives. 

Loving Jesus is what causes us to live lives that are set apart and 

distinct in a world where anything goes because it all leads to death.  

 

What can you do this week to encourage your heart to love Jesus? 

What can you do to resist the drift toward a secularized life?  

What might you need to set aside to allow the Word to live and 

flourish deeply in your soul? 

What can you do to encourage your children toward distinctive, godly 

desires?  

 

Don’t settle or a Christian subculture at the expense of knowing and 

loving Jesus.   


